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Physiotherapist 

Overview Physiotherapists assess patients' physical abilities through evaluative 

procedures such as functional ability tests and establish treatment goals with 

patients based on physical diagnoses. 

They plan and implement programs of physiotherapy including therapeutic 

exercise, manipulations, massage, education, the use of electro-therapeutic 

and other mechanical equipment and hydrotherapy as well as evaluate the 

effectiveness of treatment plans and modify accordingly. 

Physiotherapists provide advice on exercise and strategies to implement at 

home to enhance and or maintain treatment. They communicate with 

referring physician and other health care professionals regarding patients' 

problems, needs and progress. 

Physiotherapists may also conduct research in physiotherapy and coordinate 

clinical trials. They may provide consulting or education services.  

NOC Code Physiotherapists (3142) 

Alias Job Titles Clinical physical therapist; Clinical physiotherapist; Consultant physical 

therapist; Consultant physiotherapist; Physical rehabilitation therapist; 

Physical therapist; Physical therapy clinical co-ordinator; Physical therapy 

clinical specialist; Physical therapy supervisor; Physiotherapist; Physiotherapy 

clinical co-ordinator; Physiotherapy supervisor; Registered physical therapist; 

Registered physiotherapist; Research physical therapist; Research 

physiotherapist 

Qualifications 

Required 

1. A university degree in physiotherapy and a period of supervised practical 
training are required. 
2. Physical rehabilitation therapists, who are only found in Quebec, require 
completion of a 3 year college program 

Salary Range Average hourly Range hourly Average yearly Range yearly 

$39.39 $27.18 - $52.36 $76,811 $53,009 - $102,102 
 

Job Demand High 
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Employment outlook is mostly good across provinces. More information is 

available here. 

Growth 

Opportunity 

Progression to management positions, such as director of physiotherapy, is 

possible through experience and additional training. 

Years’ Experience 

Required 

• A minimum of 1025 hours supervised clinical education in total, with 

• A minimum of 100 hours in musculoskeletal, 100 hours in neurological and 

40 hours in cardiorespiratory condition 

Training Options (if 

available) 

Having health-related undergraduate education a master’s in Physiotherapy is 

usually required. Some examples of master’s program: 

MSc. in Physical Therapy at University of Alberta  

MSc Physiotherapy at Dalhousie University 

Master of Health Sciences Physiotherapy at University of Ottawa 

Find more programs 

Personal Qualities Excellent communication skills; empathetic; ability to work independently, 

Physical and mental stamina; Critical thinking skills, 

Notes/Other 

Information 

Physiotherapists may focus their practice in particular clinical areas such as 

neurology, oncology, rheumatology, orthopedics, obstetrics, pediatrics, 

geriatrics, in the treatment of patients with cardiovascular and 

cardiopulmonary disorders, burns or sports injuries or in the field of 

ergonomics 

In Quebec, physical rehabilitation therapists cannot provide a diagnosis. 

Steps towards 

capacity building to 

become 

competitive for this 

job 

1. If an IMG has previous experience and degree in Physiotherapy from back 

home they can try Graduate Certificate in Bridging to Canadian Physical 

Therapy Practice at University of Alberta. Before that one need to get their 

credentials evaluated from here. 

2. Otherwise, one can directly enter into a MSc. program available. 

https://aimga.ca/terms-of-use/
https://www.jobbank.gc.ca/outlookreport/occupation/18214
https://www.ualberta.ca/physical-therapy/programs/msc-in-physical-therapy/index.html
https://www.dal.ca/faculty/health/school-of-physiotherapy/Admissions/admissions.html
https://catalogue.uottawa.ca/en/graduate/master-health-sciences-physiotherapy/
http://www.physiotherapyeducation.ca/CanadianPrograms.html
https://www.ualberta.ca/physical-therapy/programs/graduate-certificate-in-bridging-to-canadian-physical-therapy-practice/index.html
https://www.ualberta.ca/physical-therapy/programs/graduate-certificate-in-bridging-to-canadian-physical-therapy-practice/index.html
https://www.alliancept.org/becoming-credentialled/credentialling-overview/
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3. The entry to master’s program is very competitive. To compensate that one 

can start with a diploma in Physiotherapy Assistant program. 

4. After completing the master’s and supervised training, a licence or 

registration with a regulatory body is required in all provinces and territories. 

5. Completion of a Physiotherapy Competency Examination (PCE) is required in 

all provinces and territories. The Canadian Alliance of Physiotherapy 

Regulators (CAPR) administers exams for competency on behalf of most of the 

provincial and territorial regulators. Find your provincial regulators from here. 

References and 

resources 

i. Alberta Learning Information Service 
ii. Job Bank Canada 
iii. National Occupation Classification ESDC 
iv. Neuvoo 
v. Indeed 
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https://www.alliancept.org/taking-the-exam/
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https://neuvoo.ca/salary/
https://ca.indeed.com/

